Pigs & Food Security
A case study by Meas Viphou
Performed at Koh Preah Village, Koh Preah Island, Stung Treng Province

Koh Preah is a big island along the Mekong River, 12km long and 2km wide. It's 37km from Stung Treng
Town, so you need to travel by boat for one and a half hours. There are total of 282 families, 1410
people (272 females), mostly living in the the traditional Khmer way. They are all living dependent on
agricultural jobs such as rice farming, cash crop growing, livestock raising and family home gardens.
In the past, only Bunong people were living on this island. But later, some Lao people arrived to live
with the Bunong. The name 'Koh Preah' came into life after people arriving back on the island after the
Khmer Rouge regime found many small statues of the Buddha. Koh Preah has many natural resources:
rivers, streams, sand banks, mountains, forests, wildlife, dolphins, fish etc.
In 2006, The Cambodian Rural Development Team (CRDT) began implementing
development projects in this village along five programs: Food Security, Income
Generation, Water & Sanitation, Renewable Energy and Environmental
Education & Waste Management. These activities were supported by The
Pro Victimis Foundation (PVF), IPADE, WWF, OGB, WAP and EEP.

CRDT has been developing the livelihoods of local people; helping them to benefit and to obtain an
adequate standard of living. CRDT focuses on food security and income generation, helping people to
efficiently and sustainably farm vegetables, fish, chickens, ducks, rice and pigs – increasing quality and
quantity of food for family consumption, and earning them money when they sell the excess produce at
market. Among CRDT's activities, pig raising is among the best for earning money and very popular
among people on Koh Preah. CRDT has also established Koh Preah as a place of community based
tourism to further generate income for villagers. Additionally, CRDT is strengthening their awareness of
the environment and local waste management to keep the village clean and hygienic, and involve them
with climate change mitigation and adaptation issues.
Mr. Heang Khorn, 42 years old, was a soldier and river guard 20 years ago. He was born n
Thbong Khlar village, O'Marah commune, Seim Bouk district, Stung Treng province.
He moved to live on Koh Preah 20 years ago, because he got married and now
has five children, two sons and three daughters. They do agricultural jobs
such as rice growing, livestock raising (cows, buffalo, chickens, ducks and
pigs) and fishing.
Mrs. El Sor is the wife of Mr. Heang Khorn, she stated that
“Before 1979, in the Pol Pot times, Koh Preah village
encountered many hardships. Local people had a very tough
time and experienced much hurt, completely separated
from family members, lost their property... My family had
a lack of rice and meat for consumption, more disease,
unclean living...”

Currently, Mr. Heang Khorn is a cashier in the pig culture CBO and chief of the tree nursery group. He
is working as book‐keeping manager, monitoring the group's expenses, assisting with the monthly
meetings, engage with members, report writing, sharing experience and communicating inside and
outside the village.
So far, the pig raising has been the most fruitful in terms of produce and work put in by his family, he
can earn 1,000,000 Riel selling pigs. He grows the pigs in a natural way, as follows:
Bread selection: good bread means good health, so the pigs can adapt to disease.
Pen construction: choosing a good site and constructing a comfortable pen.
Food: Provide enough alternative nutrients to suit the age of pig.
Taking care: clean the pen, clean the pig!
Disease and treatment: Applying vaccines and treating them on time.
For the pig feed he used rice mixed with bran and sometimes banana
stem, water spinach, tamarind, amaranth etc. He never bought
dedicated animal feed from the market because it's more
expensive. He sold one to two pigs at 9,000 Riel per kilo on
average. His family’s annual income is 3,000,000 Riel, obtained
through selling chickens, vegetables, bananas and other
salary from social activities. Additionally, his cows and
buffalo have earned 7,000,000 Riel.
Totally, during 2011, his family has earned 10,000,000
Riel. He used this money for study materials for his
children, clothes, food, a pump machine, a rice mill
machine and one motorbike!

He also faced many problems such as, members not attending during meetings and CBO members still
having a low capacity when it comes to raising pigs, chickens and ducks.
Since CRDT have been working in this village, all CBO members have had many training courses, such
as: agricultural technique, tree nursery, book‐keeping, communication, report writing, environmental
education, waste management, dolphin conservation, climate change, fishery law, forest law, land law,
Commune Investment Plans and advocacy.
According to the CBO commission report, Koh Preah village has seen an improvement in its food
security due to awareness and CBO productivity. If CRDT still continues to strengthen the
people's business, focusing on livelihoods and ecotourism activities, it will support natural
resource conservation and dolphin conservation along the Mekong River.
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